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How is the coastal zone defined ?

The area where the land meets the sea



COASTAL ZONE (As per Sec 84 of the Environment Act 2024)

Coastal Zone means any area, which is situated within 1 km or such distance as may be prescribed
from the high water mark, extending either side into the sea or inlands

It includes :

• Coral reefs, reef lagoon, beaches, wetlands, hinterlands and all islets within the territorial waters of 
Mauritius and Rodrigues.

• Any estuary or mouth of river`

• The islands of Agalega and St Brandon, and outer islets





• Approximately 322 km long,
• more than 150 km of it is made of white sandy beaches of coral origin
• Most of the coastal areas are protected by coral reefs.

The coastline is composed of different shore types
-sandy, 
-rocky, 
-muddy, 
-mixed shores and 
-cliffs. 

The coastline of Mauritius



Key Challenges Facing the Coastal Zone
Our coastline is highly vulnerable to climate change and sea level rise 
(5.6mm/yr). Impacts already being observed are as follows:

 Accelerated beach erosion
 Coral bleaching events leading to the decline in coral cover
 Extreme weather events such as flash floods causing coastal flooding
 Drought events

 Human activities such as illegal development on the coast, backfilling of 
coastal wetlands, land-based sources of pollution, increasing sea based 
activities amongst others
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• The ICZM Committee was established in 2002 under the Environment
Protection Act to coordinates activities within the coastal zone. It
coordinates coastal conservation, erosion control, and sustainable
development efforts, develops ICZM strategies and action plans, among
others.

• It comprises government Ministries, parastatal bodies, NGOs (6), and
private sector representatives, ensuring a collaborative approach to
managing coastal resources.

ICZMCommittee 



INSTITUTIONAL INVOLVEMENT 

(ICZM COMMITTEE)
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS

● Ministry of Environment

● Ministry of Local Government

● Ministry for Fisheries & Marine
Resources

● Ministry for Shipping

● Ministry of Housing & Lands

● Ministry of Tourism

● Department for maritime zones 
administration 

● Ministry responsible for Water
resources

● Forestry Service 

● National Parks and Conservation 
Service 

● Island Chief Executive, Rodrigues

• Ministry for Port Development 

• Ministry for Social security 

• Mauritius Meteorological Service

• Municipalities & District Councils

• National Coast Guard

• Wastewater Management Authority

• Mauritius Ports Authority

• Academia

• Mauritius Oceanography Institute

• Beach Authority

• Police de l'Environnement

• Central Water Authority (CWA)



INSTITUTIONAL INVOLVEMENT 

(ICZM COMMITTEE)

NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANISATIONS

•MRU2025

•Eco-Sud

•Reef Conservation

•Coral Garden Conservation

•Platform Moris Lanvironman

•Save the Blue

PRIVATE SECTOR

•Association des Hotels et 
Restaurants de l'Ile Maurice 
(AHRIM)



(a) develop an integrated management plan;

(b) coordinate regional and international projects;

(c) conduct and recommend studies on beach erosion and propose

measures for its control;

(d) make recommendations for the upgrading of recreational facilities;

(e) make recommendations on guidelines for coastal constructions; and

(f) generally make recommendations to the Minister on the management

and protection of the coastal zone.

Under Section 85 (4) of the Environment Act 2024, 

the ICZM Committee shall, in relation to the coastal 

zone



Conclusion

● Mauritius has built a robust coastal management framework
● Integrated, adaptive, and inclusive approaches critical
● A resilient coastal zone ensures economic, social, and 

ecological sustainability for generations



Thank you


